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GENTLEMEN 


Who ſupport the 


Lord's-Day Morning Lecture 


K 


Little St. HELENS. 


GENTLEMEN, 
oa) 0 U R united requeſts, and the 
[7 U I concurring advice of ſeveral of my 

792K reverend fathers and brethren, 

CAPS) who heard the following plain diſ- 
courſe, have now brought it into the world. 

It was thought, that the publication of this 
diſcourſe (notwithſtanding the many imper fec- 


1101S 


| 


— 
DEDICATION. 
| tions of it) might be of ſome ſervice in the p 
ſent confuncture, in order to vindicatethe body 
of proteſtant diſſenters from the ſuſpicion 
ai/loyalty, and to give a-repeated aſſurance t 
the world that we continue in the ſame duti- 
ful ſentiments and good diſpoſitions toward his 
majcſty*'s perſon and government, of which 
there have been the moſt indubitable evi dences 
in our paſt conduct. N | 
As this was a reafo on that dopeares to me 
to have great weight in it, it over-ruled my 
own inclinations, and led me to a chearful 
compliance with your deſires. | 
Fit ſhall pleaſe God to bleſs any of © my 
weak endeavours for the advancement of his 
' glory, in the i ntereſts of truth, religion, and 
liberty; and in particular, if any thikgbere 
offered to the publick ſhall be of uſe to feat, in 
the review and improvement of God's mercies ; 
this will be an n. ble pleaſure and re- 
ward to, 


| GENTLEMEN, 


La" our aflectionate humble ſervant, 


In the goſpel of Chriſt, 


W. Lane 


1 SAM. Xii. 24. 


Only fear the Lord, and ſerve him in truth, 


with all your heart; for conſider how ous 
things he hath done for you. 


HESE words are part of 
X | SamuePs ſpeech to the chil- 
dren of 1/rae/ on a day of 
publick thankſgiving, when 
they had with one heart and 
voice ſabmitted themſelves to the govern- 
ment of Saul, and were rejoicing together 
with their king in an eminent ſalvation 
which God had by his hand wrought for 


them. 
[ SHALL not enter into the particulars of 


this wiſe and excellent ſpeech, :but confine 
my thoughts to the words now read to you; 
in which the prophet (having in the preced- 
ay very promiſed the people an intereſt 
0 B in 
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in his prayers) directs them to the good and 
the right way to publick and perſonal hap- 
pineſs: Only fear the Lord, and ſerve him in 
truth, with all your heart. Preſerve in your 
minds a deep and lively ſenſe of the infinite 
perfections of God, your creator, benefac- 
tor, lawgiver, redeemer and judge; pay 
all the awful and ſolemn regards you owe 
to him, and ſerve him by a life of unfeign- 
ed faith, and diligent obedience. This is 
the ſum of true religion; and *tis of ab- 
ſolute neceſſity to the happineſs of your na- 
tion, and of every particular perſon in it. 
Don't think your king can fave you with- 
out your God; but adhere to his pure wor- 
ſhip, and obſerve his ſtatutes, and it ſhall 
be well with you and your children for 

ever. | 
Tux prophet inforces this counſel by a 
molt important and affectionate motive, in 
the next words; For confeder how great things 
he hath done for you. God hath done great 
things for you; he hath brought you out 
of Egypt with an out-ſtretched arm, to the 
land which he eſpied for you; he hath 
ſubdued your enemies under you, given 
you many wonderful deliverances ſince the 
time of your ſettlement in this land, and 
hitherto 
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hitherto he has governed you in a way of 
peculiar condeſcenſion and goodneſs, by 
perſons whom he hath raiſed up by his im- 
mediate appointment and will to be your 
deliverers and judges. Theſe and other 
great mercies which God has vouchſafed to 
you, ought to be conſider'd by you as ſpe- 

cial motives to his fear and ſervice. And 
if theſe things be thus wiſely conſidered and 
improved, you may hope to continue ſtill a 
happy people, under the government of a 
proſperous king: But (ſays he, in the words 
following my text) if ye ſhall till do wic- 
kedly, ye ſhall be conſumed, both ye and your 
king. Ye and your king are now come into 
a near relation to each other: ſo long as 
this relation ſubſiſts, your intereſts will be 

mutual and inſeparable, like that of the 
head and members in the natural body; and 
therefore if you join together in rebellion 
againſt the laws of God (who is {till your 
ſupreme king) you ſhall aſſuredly be in- 
volved in one common ruin. This is an 
awful threatning, that well deſerves our ſe- 
rious attention in this land. But I am to 
diſcourſe on the advice which the prophet 
here gives, in order to the prevention of 


ſo dreadful a calamity. Only fear the Lord, 
S 2 and 


4 A SER MON preach'd 
and ſerve him in truth, with all your heart; 


for conſider how great things he has done for 
You. 


FROM which words I ſhall take occaſion 
to ſhew, 


I. THAT real religion (or the fear and 
ſervice of God) is neceſſary to the happi- 
neſs of every particular perſon, and the only 
ſure foundation of the peace and welfare of 
publick ſocieties. 

IT. THaT a people for whom God has 
done great things in the courſe of his pro- 
vidence, are laid under ſpecial obligations 
to the practice of religion. 

III. Thar they ought to conſider the 
great things which God has done for them, 
in order to their fulfilment of their obliga- 
tions. 


Wu wn I have ſpoken briefly to theſe 
heads, I ſhall apply the diſcourſe to the great 


and happy event which we this day com- 
memorate. 


THe fr/t thing to be ſpoken to, is, That 
real religion (or the fear and ſervice of 
God) is neceſſary to the happineſs of parti- 
| cular 
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cular perſons, and the only ſure foundation 
of the peace and welfare of publick ſocieties. 
True religion is as neceſſary to the happineſs 
of every man, as breath is to his natural 
life. Tis the great end of our beings, the 
one thing needful, without which we can 
have no ſolid content and tranquillity of 
mind in this life, nor any juſt hopes of the 
pure, perfect and endleſs felicity of the life 
to come; and therefore 'tis declared to be 
the true wiſdom of every man, by the great 
author and infallible judge of all excellency: 
Job xxviii. 28. Unto man he ſaid, behold, the 
fear of the Lord, that is wiſdom ; and to de- 
part from evil, is underſtanding. And in an- 
other place, the divine goodneſs exprefles 
its kind regards, after the manner of men, 
in this affectionate language: Oh, that there 
were ſuch an heart in them, that they woula 
fear me, and keep my commandments always; 
that it might be well with them, and with 
their children for ever; Deut. v. 29. 

As religion is for the advantage of eve- 
ry individual, ſo it is the firmeſt and beſt 
foundation of civil ſociety: for what can 
be ſo awful a reſtraint from thoſe vices 
which are, in their own nature, pernicious 
to ſociety; what can be ſo powerful a 


motive 


6 A SERMON preach'd 

motive to all the virtues which in them- 
ſelves are beneficial to mankind, as the 
belief of a God, a providence, and a fu- 
ture ſtate of recompences, eſpecially as theſe 
principles are repreſented and enforc'd in 
the chriſtian revelation ? How weak and 
ineffectual would human laws generally be 
found, were they not aided and ſtrengthen'd 
by the operations of conſcience, and the 
hopes and fears of eternity ? And when the 
principles of religion are deeply imprinted 
on mens hearts by the good Spirit of God, 
and they are led into the habitual uniform 
practice of the duties which it enjoins (the 
perſonal and relative duties) they cannot 
fail of being happy in themſelves, and 
uſeful to others. 

VrTa religion, ſeated in the heart, will 
diſpoſe magiſtrates to govern with juſtice, 
and mercy, and a generous concern for the 
publick welfare: *twill lead ſubjects to o- 
bey them that have the rule over them, 
rendering to Cz/ar the things that are Cæ- 
ſar's, as well as to God the things that 
are God's: it will teach men to uſe their 
beſt endeavours to live peaceably with all, 
and make them careful to do unto others 
what they would reaſonably deſire that o- 

thers 
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thers ſhould do unto them in like circum- 
ſtances : in a word, it will prompt men 
to do all the good they can, in their ſeve- 
ral ſtations, to the community of mankind 
whereof they are members. 

Tuus it appears, from the nature and 
genius of true religion, that, ſo far as it 
ſpreads, order and peace, harmony and hap- 
pineſs will go along with it, from leſſer to 
greater ſocieties; and were it univerſally to 
prevail in this earth, it would make it a 
glorious image of heaven itſelf. 

Bur beſides the natural tendency of re- 
ligion to the happineſs of ſociety, we muſt 

ſtill remember, that a juſt God governs in 


all the kingdoms of men; and fince nations 
mult be rewarded and puniſh'd in this life, 
1 or not at all (for they will not ſubſiſt as na- 


tions in a future ſtate) *tis therefore reaſon- 
able to think, that the righteous governour 
of the world will protect and bleſs virtuous 
4 nations, and ſooner or later rebuke and pu- 
niſh a ſinful people. The Jes are a very 
awful and monitory example of this truth : 
Publick happineſs or miſery did ſucceſſively 
take place in their civil conſtitution, accord- 
ing to the prevalence of national virtue or 
immorality. So long as they were free 

from 
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from 1dolatry, and in any good meaſure ob- 
ſerved the laws of God, they were a proſ- 
perous and happy people; a people ſaved 
of the Lord, who was the ſhield of their 
help, and of their excellency : Their coun- 
try was a land which the Lord their God 
cared for; his eyes were always upon it, 
from the beginning of the year to the end 
of the year; Deut. xi. 12. Under the di- 
vine protection, one of them could chaſe a 
thouſand, and two of them put ten thou- 
ſand to flight, as it is expreſs'd, Deut. xxxii. 
30, It muſt be confeſs'd, ſome of the cere- 
monies of the Jewiſh religion were very 
burdenſom and expenſive to them ; but then 
they had a promiſe of God's extraordinary 
favour and bleſſing in the way of obedience. 
There was indeed one of the laws of Moſes 
that ſeem'd, in its natural tendency, ſub- 
verſive of the welfare of the nation; that 
law (I mean) which commanded all the 
men to go three times a year to worſhip in 
Feruſalem, at the feaſts of Paſſover, Pente- 
c, and Tabernacles. At theſe ſeaſons how 
ealily might their land have been invaded 
by an enemy ? but there was a remarkable 
promiſe given to them, to prevent their 
fears; Exod. xxxiv. 24. No man ſhall * 
A thy 
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thy land, when thou ſhalt go up to appear be- 
fore the Lord thy God thrice in the year. God 
promiſes here to reſtrain their enemies in 
ſuch a manner, that they ſhould not ſo much 
as think of invading their country at the 
times of their feſtivals, when they had the 
faireſt opportunity of ſucceſs. Thus was 
God pleas'd to encourage their obedience, 
and make their duty in every particular 
conſiſtent with, and conducive to their in- 
tereſt, Indeed there is no nation upon earth 
at this day that can lay claim to ſuch a ſpe- 
cial relation to God, as the children of I,. 
rael ſtood in by virtue of the peculiar co- 
venant made with them ; nevertheleſs the 
juſtice of providence ſeems to ſtand engag'd 
to make a difference (in due time) between 
nations, according to the general ſpread of 
virtue or vice among them. 

 Ler this ſuffice for the f thing propos'd, 
which was to ſhew, That real religion (or 
the fear and ſervice of God) is neceflary to 


the happinels of every particular perſon, and 
is the only ſure foundation of the peace and 


welfare of public ſocieties. We go on, 


II. To ſhew, That when God has, in the 
courſe of his proyidence, done great things 
tor 
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for a people, they are laid under ſpecial 
obligations to the practice of religion. As 
publick judgments and calamities ſhould 
awaken a careleſs people to repentance 
(for doubtleſs when the judgments of God 
are abroad in the earth, the inhabitants 
thereof ſhould learn righteouſneſs) ſo pub- 
lick mercies and deliverances call a people 
to univerſal gratitude, piety, and obedi- 
ence. How often does God rehearſe his mer- 
cies to the children of Hrael, as motives to 
the diligent obſervation of his laws? The 
ten commandments were enforc'd by the 
conſideration of the ſpecial benefits he had 
conferred upon them : 1 am the Lord thy God, 
which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, 
and out of the houſe of bondage; Exod. xx. 3. 
In my text they are excited to their duty by 
a review of the great things God had done 
for them. And you cannot but take no- 
tice, in the writings of the prophets, how 
ſrequently they aggravate the fins of rac, 
by a recollection of God's extraordinary 


favours communicated to them. I/. i. 2. 


Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O eaith, fer 
the Lord hath ſpoken : I have nouriſhed and 
brought up children, and they have rebelled 
again/i me. Have I been a wilde, neſs unto 
Iſrael, 


of 
*, 
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Iſrael, a land of darkneſs ? Jer. ii. 31. and 
Micah vi. 2, 3, 4. Hear, O ye mou'ttains, the 
Lord's controverſy, and, ye ſirong foundations 
of the earth, for the Lord hath a controverſy 
with his people, and he will plead with Iſrael. 
O my people, what have I done unto thee, and 
wherein have I wearied thee ? teſtify againſt 
me. For I brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt, &c. And what an awful paſſage is 
that, Amos iii. 2. You only have I known of 
all the families of the earth, therefore I will 
puniſh you for your iniquities. 

O England! thou haſt been like to Iſract 
in mercies and deli verances; too like in 
diſobedience to thy great benefactor: God 
forbid, that final impenitence ſhould bring 
upon thee a deſtruction like to that of 1/- 
racl. Know thy peculiar obligations to the 
love and ſervice of that God who has re- 
deemed thee more than once from the hand 
of thine enemies, and has ſtretched out his 
almighty arm to ſave thee from indeſcrip- 
table miſeries, when thou waſt on the very 
brink of them. O! hearken to the voice 
of his kind providence, leſt his foul depart 
ſrom thee; leſt he make thee deſolate, a 
land not inhabited, or the habitation of 


darkneſs and cruelty. But this leads us to the 
S 2 Third 
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Third thing propoſed to be diſcourſed of, 
viz. That a people for whom God has done 
great things, ought to conſider his doings, in 
order to the fulfilment of their ſpecial obli- 
gations to his fear and ſervice. The children 
of Iſrael are directed in my text to a ſerious 
confideration of God's mercies, as the pro- 
per means of affecting their hearts with a 
ſenſe of them. The greateſt benefits of pro- 
vidence will be loſt upon a perſon or people, 
if they be not ſeriouſly obſerved and con- 
ſidered. And what can fo well deſerve to 
be conſidered by reaſonable beings, as the 
glorious and honourable works of the Moſt 
High? and more eſpecially thoſe extraor- 
dinary operations of his providence, where- 
by he calls people in the moſt awful man- 
ner to attend, to ſtand ſtill, and behold the 
ſalvation of God; to ſee, and know, and 
underſtand together, that the hand of the 
Lord hath done this, and the Holy One of 

Iſrael hath created it? 

WQur x the affairs of the natural or the 

moral world go on in a ſmooth undiſturb- 

ed courſe, men are apt to fall afleep in the 

calm, and to forget the all-governing pro- 

vidence of God; but when he lifts up his 
hand, 
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hand, and ſheweth himſelf (as the ſcripture 
ſpeaks) in great and publick aQts of judg- 
ment or mercy, what ftupidity is it not to 
regard, what ingratitude to ſhut our eyes 
on ſuch eminent appearances of the divine 
power, juſtice, and goodneſs? Nevertheleſs, 
this inobſervance of God's marvellous works 
is a very common fin: in ſome it is the ef- 
fect of atheiſtical principles, which, by a 
kind of violence, they have impoſed on 
their own minds; but in moſt it ſeems to be 
owing to a wretched eftrangement of their 
hearts from the bleſſed God, encreaſed 
by the cares, and pleaſures, and immode- 
rate purſuits of this world. *Tis how- 
ever a moſt aggravated and inexcuſable 
ſin; an abuſe of our reaſonable powers, 
that finks men below the brute creation : 
The ox knoweth his owner, and the afs his ma- 


fter's crib; but Iſrael doth not know, my peo- 


ple doth not confeder ; Wa. i. 3. *Tis a wic- 
ked thing, becaule it robs God of the glory 
due to his name, and counter-acts the ends 
of his diſpenſations : Let favour be ſhewn to 
the wicked, yet will he not learn rightcoujneſs : 
in the land of uprigbtneſs he will deal unjuſt- 
ly, and will not behold the majeſty of the Lord ; 
Iſa. xxvi. 10. And for theſe reaſors it is a 

un 
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againſt perſons and ſocieties that are charge- 
able with it. A woe is pronounced upon 
them that had mulick and wine in their 
feaſts ; But they regarded not the work of the 
Lord, neither confidered the operation of his 
band; Ia. v. 12. and Pſal. xxviii. 5. Be- 
cauſe they regard not the works of the Lord, 
wor the operations of his hand, he ſhall deſiroy 
them, and not build them up. 

You ſee then how much it is the concern 
of a people for whom God has done great 
things, to conſider his works. And let me 
obſerve here, that the wonderful works of 
God are not only to be regarded by thoſe 
that are eye-witneſſes to them; but the 
knowledge of theſe things ſhould be tranſ- 
mitted, as an inheritance, to late poſterity, 

GoDb made his marvellous works to be 
remembered among the Zews, by inſtitut- 
ing certain feſtivals for that end, and charg- 
ing the people to inſtruct their children in 
the reaſons of them, that there might be a 
perpetual commemoration of his benefits 
among them. Of this we have an account, 
Plal. Ixxviii. 5, 6, 7. For he eſtabliſped a 
te/iimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in 
Iſracl, which be commanded our fathers, that 
they 


* 
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they ſhould make them known unto their chil- 
dren. That the generation to come might know 
them, even the children which ſhould be born, 
who hond ariſe and declare them to their cha 
dren. That they might ſet their hope in God, 
and not forget the wo, ks of God, but keep his 
commandments. Many and marvellous are 
the deliverances which God has wrought 
for us in the Britih iſlands, from the time 
of the Reformation to this day. He has 
ſaved us from the ſecret conſpiracies and 
open attempts of our reſtleſs and cruel ene- 
mies. The preſervation of the proteſtant in- 
tereſt in theſe lands, has been ſo ſurprizing 
an effect of the power and goodneſs of God, 
that we may compare it to Moſes's buſh that 
burned with fire, but was not conſumed be- 
cauſe the Lord was in the midſt of it. Or 
we may apply to this matter what Jacob 
ſaid of his ſon Joſeph; The archers have ſore- 
ly grieved him, and ſhot at him, and hated 
him ; but his bow abode in ſtrength, and the 
arms of his hands were made ſlrong by the 
hands of the mighty God of Jacob; Gen. xlix. 
23, 24. We ought to review theſe our pub- 
lick mercies, and to do what in us les to 
propagate the memory of them to all ſuc- 
ceeding generations, that not only we our 
{elyes, 
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ſelves, but thoſe that ſhall come after us, 
may be excited to a becoming gratitude to 
the God of heaven, and a diligent obſer- 
vation of his laws. 


Ap this leads me, in compliance with 
the end and juſt expectations of this Aſſem- 
bly, to aſſiſt you (the beſt I can) in a pious 
recolle&ion of one of the greateſt bleſſings 
Britain ever received, the ſucceſſion of 
George I. to the throne of theſe realms: A 
blefling for which not only we who diſſent 
from the eſtabliſhed form of religion in this 
land, but the whole proteſtant intereſt, is 
unſpeakably indebted to providence: a bleſ- 
ſing that includes our civil rights and reli- 
gious privileges, all that is ſacred and dear 
to us, and the hopes of ages to come. I 
ſhall give you but a ſhort hiſtory of this 
ever-memorable event, and of the remark- 
able ſteps of providence that led to it. 

THz preſent royal family deſcended from 
Frederic V. elector Palatine of the Rhine, 
who in the year 1613. was married to prin- 
ceſs Elizabeth, daughter of king James I. 
of England, and ſome time after was elected 
king of Bohemia. I ſhall not enlarge on the 


yarious conditions of this illuſtrious prince, 
the 
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the loſs of his kingdom, his flight to Hol 
land, the obſcurity in which he lived there 
with his wife and children for the ſpace of 
twenty eight years, the ſpecial care of pro- 
vidence over this noble family, from whence 
a race of princes was to fpring, to be the 
great guardians of our religion and liber- 
ties; nor ſhall I particularly take notice of 
the means whereby this family was reſtored 
to their antient dominions ; but go on to an 
event that lies nearer to the mercies we com- 
memorate this day, I mean, their being de- 
clared heirs prefumptive to the crown of 
theſe realms, in the laſt year of king Wil. 
liam's reign. The entail of the crown be- 
ing at that time limited to the lives of king 
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r William and princeſs Anne, to prevent the 
[ dreadful danger of a popiſh ſucceſſion, an 
18 act was made, declaring the moſt illuſtrious 
c- princeſs Sophia, electreſs and ducheſs dowager 

of Hanover, to be the next in right of ſuc- 
m ceſſion to the crown, after the demiſes of 
e, king William and princeſs Anne, with their 
n- reſpective iſſue; and the crown to remain 
I. and continue to the ſaid princeſs, and the 
ed heirs of her body being proteſtants. Thus 


king William, of immortal memory, finiſh- 
ed his glorious work, He would have 
D thought 
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thought it but half done (as an ingenious 
writer obſerves) if he had delivered only 
one generation from popery and ſlavery ; 
and therefore made it his whole care, and 
ſpent the laſt remains of his invaluable life, 
in contriving how the moſt pure religion, 
and the beſt laws in the univerſe, might be 
tranſmitted to late poſterity. This act of 
ſettlement, as it was the grand bulwark of 
the proteſtant intereſt, has for that reaſon 
been violently oppoſed by the enemies of 
liberty and the reformation. I need not 
largely repreſent the endeavours that were 
made uſe of to defeat it in the laſt un- 
happy years of the queen's reign. Our 
whole conſtitution was then in eminent dan- 
ger; the glorious revolution was attacked 
and vilified, by the inhuman doctrines of 
paſſive obedience and non-reliſtance ; the 
Hanoverian ſucceſſion was manifeſtly ſtruck 
at; and the proteſtant diſſenters, on ac- 
count of their hearty zeal for it, ſeem to 
have been doomed to utter deſtruction: for 
what leſs could we infer from ſuch a begin- 
ning as the Schiſm-bill, which (if it had 
taken place) would not only have excluded 
the diſſenters from all places of ſervice under 
the government, but have deprived them 

at 
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at the ſame time of their natural right of 
educating their children according to the 
dictates of their own conſciences? I chuſe 
not to ſay what a reproach this bill was to 
the name of a chri/tian, a proteſtant, and an 
Engliſhman ; but rather to adore the good- 
nels of God, in delivering us and our chil- 
dren from the dreadful effects of it. 

Wu N our fears roſe higheſt, and our 
hearts were ready to fail in the proſpect of 
thoſe things that were coming to paſs, and 
were even at the door; that very day, in 
which our yoke was to have been laid upon 
us, it pleaſed God to effect our deliverance, 
by the ſucceſſion of George I. whole name 
ſhall ſtand in the Britiſb annals, next to that 
of Great William, as the ſecond deliverer 
ſent by a kind providence to fave theſe 
nations from the return of popiſh dark- 
neſs and tyranny. This was the doing of 
the Lord, and it was marvellous in our 
eyes. Who would have thought that a few 
days ſhould have put an end to our fears ? 
and reſettled our trembling conſtitution on 
that firm foundation on which it now ſtands, 
and (we hope) ſhall ſtand to the lateſt ages? 
But as the heavens are high above the earth, 
ſo far are God's thoughts and his ways 
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above ours. O! what joy filled our hearts, 
and ſhone in our faces, at the firſt approach 
of this ſalvation! We were like men that 
dream, ſcarce believed our ſurpriſing hap- 
pineſs: we ſaid one to another (and with 
good reaſon) the Lord hath done great 
things for us, whereof we are glad. And 
ſhall we not be always mindful of the great 
things which he hath done for us? how 
happy have been the effects of this deliver- 
ance? how numerous were the bleflings of 
the reign of our late gracious ſovereign ? 
{ don't pretend to deſcribe, but ſhall we 
ever forget, the reſplendent virtues of that 
moſt excellent prince? his admirable wiſ- 
dom and penetration; the reſolution and 
firmneſs of his great mind; the ſteadinels 
of his conduct; his impartial juſtice; and 
that ſingular goodneſs and clemency that 
adorned his perſon and government ? Shall 
we ever forget his paternal care for the wel- 


fare of all his ſubjects; his zeal for the pro- 


 teftant intereſt at home and abroad? and 
particularly ſhall we not with the deepeſt 
gratitude remember his generous ardor in 
the cauſe of liberty, and his goodneſs to us 
preteſtant difſenters? for to his reſolution 
and conduct, we were (under providence) 


chiefly 
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chiefly indebted for our deliverance from 
that heavy oppreſſion which our enemies 
would have brought upon us and our chil- 
dren. 

THesE (my brethren) are delightful ſub- 
jects of review, and great arguments to pious 
gratitude. 

AND when it pleaſed God, by a ſudden 
ſtroke, to take from us the precious life of 
our late king, this afflicti ve providence has 
been followed with manifold mercies, in 
the juſt and gracious reign of his great ſuc- 
ceſſor George II. who delights in the pro- 
ſperity and happineſs of his people; pro- 
tects all his ſubjects in their legal rights and 
and privileges; governs by law, not by ar- 
bitrary will; maintains our /zberties and pro- 
perties, and the toleration of proteſtant dif- 
ſenters, ſo that we worſhip without fear of 
moleſtation in our ſeparate aſſemblies, ac- 
cording to the ſentiments of our own minds, 
What would our forefathers have given for 
this ineſtimable mercy ? The review of their 
condition ſhould make us very thankful for 
our happier circumſtances. 

AND it mult be remembered among our 
publick bleſſings, that we have a queen 
whoſe piety and other amiable virtues have 

been 
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been ſo univerſally and juſtly celebrated: O! 
may they be like the ſhining light, which 
ſhineth more and more unto the perfect day! 
And our preſent mercies are crowned with 
the joytul proſpect of their continuance from 
generation to generation, by a race of prin- 
ces deſcended from their majeſties; and the 
marriage of two of them into two of the 
moſt illuſtrious families in Europe for the 
defence of liberty and proteſtantiſm, is a 
preſage of great good to us and our poſte- 
rity, and merits the applauſes and congra- 
tulations of all the lovers of our religion and 
country. ; 
Tuus we have taken a ſhort view of the 
great things God hath done for us in theſe 
nations. Permit me, before I coriclude, to 
exhort you to a ſuitable improvement of 
all our publick mercies, in the ways of gra- 
titude and obedience. In the general, the 
duty to which we are called, 1s that which 
my text recommends; Only fear the Lord, 
and ſerve him in truth with all your heart. 
This is God's voice to Great Britain and 
Ireland; may it be more generally attended 
to, and obeyed among us. I would ſuggeſt 
a few particulars for your aſſiſtance in this 

great and comprehenſive duty. And, 
1. LET 
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1. Lz us bleſs and adore the God of our 
ſalvation. Publick mercies call for pub- 
lick gratitude to God. O] let us praiſe the 
Lord for his goodneſs, and for his wonder- 
ful works towards us: let us ſacrifice the ſa- 
crifices of thankſgiving, and declare his 
mighty acts with rejoicing. Praiſe thy God, 
O Britain, for he hath ſtrengthened the 
bars of thy gates, he hath bleſſed thy chil- 
dren within thee. You (my brethren) are 
at this time aſſembled more eſpecially for 
the work of praiſe : Come then let us of- 
fer up to God, through Jeſus Chriſt, our 
united and moſt affectionate thankſgivings. 
Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to thy 
name be the praiſe. 


; F Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath not given us 
a prey to the teeth of our enemies; our ſoul is 


hy eſcaped as a bird out of the ſnare of the fow- 
e | lers; the ſnare is broken, and we are eſcap'd; 

our help 15 in the name of the Lord, which made 
1 heaven and earth. 

AND while we are thus praiſing God, let 
us remember that Jeſus Chriſt is the admi- 
niſtrator of divine providence. All the be- 
nefits of providence, whether publick or 
private, come through his hands; for he 
hath all power in heayen and upon earth. 


He 
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He is the Lord of the univerſe, as well as 
the head of his body the church ; worthy is 
the Lamb that was ſlain to receive power 
and honour, glory and bleſſing: let us there- 
fore aſcribe honour, and glory, and power, 
to him that ſitteth upon the throne, and to 
the Lamb, for ever and ever. 

2. LET the conſideration of paſt deliver- 
ances lead us to put our truſt in God for 
all the bleſſings we do, or ſhall ſtand in 
need of. We have not rendered to the Lord 
according to the benefits which we have re- 
ceived from his hand; but, notwithſtand- 
ing our too general ingratitude, ſo long as 
God reſerves to himſelf a conſiderable num- 
ber of pious ſouls, who think of his loying- 
kindneſs, and endeayour to make a right 
improvement of it, we may hope that he 
will ſtrengthen the things which he hath 
wrought for us, and continue with us the 
tokens of his favour. Were there ſuch a 
ſpirit of piety and gratitude breathing among 
us, as there ſhould be, and as there has been 
at ſome ſeaſons in this land, we might bid 
defiance to our adverſaries, in the words of 
the prophet, Ja. viii. 9, 10. Aſſociate your 
ſelves, O ye people, and ye ſpall be broken in 
oe ; take counſel together, and it ſhall 

come 
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come to nought, ſpeak the word, and it ſhall 
not ſtand; for God is with us. We might 
ſay with the Pſalmiſt in holy triumph, God 
is our refuge and ſirength, a very preſent 
help in trouble; therefore will we not fear, 
though the earth be removed, and though the 
mountains be removed into the mid it of the ſea; 
the Lord of hoſts is with us, the God of Ja- 
cob is our refuge; Pſal. xlvi. 1, 2, 7. 

THe great degeneracy of our age 3 
to forbid this degree of aſſurance; but ſtill 
good men have reaſon to encourage them 
ſelves in the Lord their God, and to refle& 
on his former loving- kindneſſes as grounds 
of hope, and arguments in their prayers 
for a {inful people : Lord, wilt thou not or- 
dain peace for us, for thou haſt wrought all 
our works in us? But that ſuch hopes and 
prayers may not be diſappointed, let us 

3. FEAR the Lord and his goodneſs. The 
wonderful appearances of the great God in 
our preſervation, ſhould fill our ſouls with a 
holy awe of his majeſty, and dread of his 
diſpleaſure. This was the effect of God's 
goodnels to the Zews, on the mind of pious 
Ezra, who, in the review of what he had 
done for them, breaks out into theſe expreſ- 
ſions of devout fear: 5 ecing that thou, our 
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God, haſt puniſhed us leſs than our iniquities 
Geſerve, and thaſ? given us ſuch deliverance as f 
this ; ſhould we again break thy commandments, 
ouldft thou not be angry with us till thou | 
hadſt conſumed us, ſo that there ſhould be no 
remnant nor eſcaping * Ezra ix. 13, 14. 
Mox to us, if God ſhould forſake us, if 
he that has once and again ſaved us from 
impending deſtruction, ſhould become our 
enemy, and fight againſt us; *tis in vain for 
us to truſt in our riches, power, policy or 
confederacies, Sc. alas! what guards are 
theſe againſt offended omnipotence ? let us 
therefore fear leſt, by our abuſe of God's 
goodneſs, we ſhould provoke him to deſtroy +» 
us after he hath done us good, and to ſay | 
as he did to the children of 1/rae/; Judges 
x. I1, 12, 13. Did I not deliver you from the | 
Egyptians, and from the Amorites ; from ö 
the children of Ammon, and from the Phi- | 
liſtines? The Zidonians alſo, and the Ama- # 
lekites, and the Maonites did opfreſs you, | 
and ye cried to me, and I delivered you out of : 
their hand ; yet ye have forſaken me, where- 
fore I will deliver you no more. They were 
a long time the monuments of divine pati- 
ence, but their fins went on and grew greater 
from age to age, till at length judgment 
came 
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came upon them to the uttermoſt, That this 
5 may not be our caſe, | 
; 4. LET the mercies of God lead us to re- 


pentance. He has been very gracious to us, 
and tried us with lefler judgments and ſignal 
merciesthrough a courſe of many years. . His 
providence has ſaid concerning us, what his 
prophet declared to his antient people : How 
hail I give thee up, Ephraim? How ſhall F 
deliver thee, Iſrael? How ſhall I ſet thee as 
Adma? How ſhall I make thee as Zeboim ? 
But if all his diſpenſations be neglected and 
miſimproved, if vice ſhall itil] go on uncor- 
rected; if profanenelſ , impiety and infide- 
lity, licentiouinets in principle and practice, 
drunkenneſs, riot and uncleanneis, wrath and 


pi 

> | uncharitable diviſions, with the many other 
p 1 horrid ſins of our day, ſhall generally pre- 
= vail and encreaſe, what will be the end of 
- | thele things? will not God be avenged on 
D ö ſuch a nation as this? We ought not to be 
i ſecure and fearleſs in ſuch a ſtate of things; 
f | but let us be perſuaded to give glory to God 
= by repentance, before our feet ſtumble on 
1 ' the dark mountains; let every one of us 
3 bewail the decay of piety, and the abound- 
* ing of iniquity, and let us ſigh and mourn 
0 for the abominations that are done in the 
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midft of the land; let us preſent ourſelves 
to God a living ſacrifice, holy and accept- 
able in his fight, which is our reaſonable 
ſervice. O! ſinner, for Chriſt's ſake, for 
thy own ſouls ſake, for the ſake of thy 
dear relatives, and of all the world round 
about thee, go not on to encreaſe the ſtock 
of our national guilt, but fly without de- 
lay to the mercy of God, thro* the media- 
tion of Chriſt, by a ſound repentance, and 
faith unfeigned. And thou, degenerate chri- 
ſtian, too, let me entreat thee to conſider 
thy ways, and turn again to the Lord; ap- 
ply thy ſelf with renewed life and zeal to 
the work of perſonal and family religion. . 
And give me leave here (my brethren) to | 
ask whether we, who are proteſtant difſen- | 
ters, are not chargeable with ſad declen- 
fions from the eminent piety and virtue of 
our anceſtors? I would not diminiſh nor [ 
overlook any of thoſe good things that yet 
remain with us; but have not we departed |: 
too much from the exemplary goodneſs of 
our forefathers? from that holy, humble, | 
peaceable and heavenly temper and prac- 
tice which adorned their profeſſion, and 
honourably diftinguiſhed their names in 
the world? And if this be ſo, ſhould we 
not 
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not think ourſelves particularly concerned 
in the work of repentance and reformation ? 
This is neceſſary to the acceptance of our 
thankſgivings for publick mercies, and is 
never more ſeaſonable than when we are 
making our grateful acknowledgments of 
the divine goodneſs to us. 

5. LeT us learn from the bleſſings we 
now commemorate, to ſet a due yalue on 
our holy religion and chriſtian privileges. 
Let us think by what amazing interpoſi- 
tions the providence of God has hitherto pre- 
ſerved them, and how diſmal our condi- 
tion would have been without them. How 
wretched a people are they who are ſubject 
o popith ſuperſtition, idolatry, and tyran- 
ny? denied the free uſe of their bible, and 
the benefit of Chriſt's pure worſhip and or- 
dinances, which are the {tated means of ſal- 
vation, and at the ſame time oppreſſed in 
their temporal intereſts by the exorbitant 
pride and avarice of their prieſts ? let us ex- 
preſs our gratitude to God for the light and 
numerous bleſſings of the Reformation, which 
through his adorable goodneſs we {till en- 
Joy, by a ſuitable regard to his word, day 
and inſtitutions; and let us take heed that 
we do not fall into that indifferency and 

coldneſs 
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coldneſs of ſpirit with reference to ſacred 
things, which is the reigning diſeaſe of our 
age, and the firſt ſtep to infidelity or an im- 
moral life. Let us farther be exhorted, 

6. To cultivate a ſpirit of catholick love 
and unity. Let us endeavour to ſtrengthen 
the proteſtant intereſt (which has been ſo 
much the care of providence) by our obſer- 
vation of our ſaviour's dying command- 
ment of brotherly love ; let us love all who 
appear to be good chriſtians, however they 
differ from us in the extra- eſſentials of reli- 
gion; and let us have fervent charity 
among ourſelves, be kind and tender-heart- 
ed, forgiving and forbearing one another ; 
let us not allow in ourſelves the leaſt mea- 
ſure of that perſecuting and bitter ſpirit 
which we fo juſtly condemn in the papiſts, 
as one of the marks of antichriſt. 

FinNALLy, let us perſevere in our affection 
and duty to our moſt gracious ſoyereign. It 
was as unjuſt a charge as any that was caſt 
upon the chriſtian religion in the firſt age, 
that the principles of it were ſubverſive of 
civil goyernment, and had a tendency to 
turn the world up- ſide down. The apoſtles 
took great care to remove this bar to the 
progreſs of the goſpel, by expreſſing their 
utter 
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utter abhorrence of thoſe that ſpake evil 
of dignities, and deſpiſed dominions; and 
by exhorting the new converts very often, 
in their ſacred epiſtles, to be ſubject to the 
higher powers, as an ordinance of God, not 
only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience ſake; 
and to render cuſtom to whom cuſtom was 
due, tribute to whom tribute, honour to 
whom honour, fear to whom fear: and 
the primitive chriſtians, however they were 
traduced as troublers of cities, and diſturbers 
of nations, were notwithſtanding the moſt 
peaceable, patient, inoffenſive and quiet 
members of civil ſociety, that the world 
ever ſaw. Their holy religion made them 
gentle, harmleſs, and good ſubjects in all 
places where they lived, and taught them to 


extend their benevolence to thoſe unrighteous 


princes who were their implacable enemies 
and perſecutors; as Tertullian declares in 
the name of the chriſtian world in his days. 
« All of us pray always for all governors, 


that their lives may be long, their go- 


« yernment peaceful, their families ſafe, 
e their armies ſtrong, their council faith- 
« ful, their ſubjects dutiful, the world quiet 
around them, and that they may have 
all things good for them, as men and 


cc princes. 
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* princes *.“ Did they thus pray for princes 
that were heathens and perſecutors, who 
rendered nothing to them for their good- 
will but reproaches and bonds, impriſon- 
ment and death ; did every thing they could 
to put an end to thoſe aſſemblies in which 
ſuch interceſſions were offered up to God for 
them; O!] what zealous affection and duty 
ſnould we (my brethren) expreſs to a chri- 
ſtian and proteſtant government, under 
which we have the happineſs to live, and 
are ſupported in the quiet poſſeſſion of ſo 
many bleſſings, both civil and ſacred? Let 
us go on to give all poſſible proofs of our 
love and obedience to our moſt gracious ſo- 
vereign, and do all we can in our ſeveral 
ſtations to ſuppreſs unreaſonable jealouſies 
and diſcontents, and to promote the eaſe 
and felicity of his reign. But why do I en- 
large upon this ſubject in an aſſembly of 


proteſtant diſſenters? Forgive me (my bre- 
thren) if I have ſaid too much; my deſign 
has not been to accuſe you of the leaſt diſ- 


affection, but only to excite you to perſe- 


* Tertul. Apol. cap. 30. Precantes ſumus omnes pro omni- 
bus imperatoribus, vitam illis prolixam, imperium ſecurum, ex- 
ercitus fortes, ſenatum fidelem, populum probum, orbem quietum, 
& quæcunque hominis & Cæſaris vota ſunt, 


vere 
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yere in your duty with unſhaken conſtancy 
and delight. 

AnD among other duties, let me in the 
cloſe of this diſcourſe recommend that of 
fervent and daily prayer to God for the 
king's perſon and family, as well in our pri- 
vate as our publick devotions. The apoſtle 
Paul delivers this counſel with great ear- 
neſtneſs; 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2, 3. Texhort therefore, 
that firſt of all, ſupplications, prayers, in- 
terceſſions, and giving of thanks, be made ſor 
all men; for kings, and for all that are in 
authority, that we may lead a quiet and 


Peaceable life in all godlineſs and honeſty ; for 


this is good and acceptable in the fight of God 
our Saviour. 

IN particular, let us heartily commend 
our ſovereign, in his abſence from us at 
this time, to the protection of providence ; 
beſeeching God, who giveth ſalvation to 
kings, to preſerve his life and health, ta 
protect him in all places, and bleſs us in due 
ſeaſon with his ſafe and proſperous return 
to theſe his Brits dominions. 

LET us implore a divine conduct and be- 
nediction in behalf of our gracious queen 
Caroline, and all the royal iflue ; begging 

F O 
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of God to repleniſh them with his heavenly 
grace, and adorn them with all the virtues 
ſuitable to their high ſtations, that not only 
we, but ſucceeding generations may riſe up 


and bleſs the Lord for the mercies we this 


day commemorate. Amen, 
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be greatly preferable to, and rendered abundantly 


more valuable than any of the former editions; 


et the undertakers (who, by reaſon of the enlarg- 
ing of the character, cannot aſcertain the exact 
number of ſheets it will make) do hereby promiſe, 
that the price ſhall not excced five guineas and a 
half for A a6 whole; which 1s near one third leſs 
than what it can at preſent be purchaſed for. 


The firſt number will be publiſhed on Saturday 
September the fourth. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS are taken in by 
RICHARD Fo Rb, in the Poultry; J. and J. 


MARSHALL, in Newgate - Street; aud 
RICHARD KiNs, 1 Fore-Sticer. 
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And Sold 1 by Vand J. Manonaut, in⸗ 


Negwg ate-S! Frect. 


| H E works Srbat eminent forvant of Chrid, 


Mr. Joun'BuxYan, late miniſter of the 
at; Bedford. Bei ſeveral dlſcourſes upon 
The ſecond editian with addi- 


aud a preface yecontmendatory, by the re- 


verend Mr. SAMUEL WILSON, 
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